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King Janus, who, like Leo the Armenian, was carried in
chains to Cairo. He was released only after the payment
of a heavy ransom, and after swearing allegiance to Sultan
Bursbai and promising to pay him an annual tribute. The
Egyptian chroniclers concur in telling us that Janus re-
covered his freedom after becoming one of the Sultan's
Mamluks and his viceroy (Sahib, Mutamallik) in the king-
dom that had been his own. What effect these succes-
sive disasters had in the West, remains to be seen in the
following pages. The turn of Rhodes, too, was soon to
follow in the expeditions of 1440, 1443, and 1445.* Al-
though Egypt fared ill in its attempts to overthrow the
Knights of St. John, the Egyptian wars formed a precedent
for Muslim attacks on the island fortress and prepared the
way for the final expulsion of the Order from Cyprus at a
later stage by the Ottomans in the reign of Sultan Suleiman
the Magnificent. While these conflicts were bringing to a
speedy and tragic end the inefficient rule of Latin Christianity
in the East, the Ottomans had been marching with bewilder-
ing rapidity towards the heart of Catholic Christendom in
Europe. The defeat of the united forces of the West out-
side the city of Nicopolis in 1396 and the final destruction of
the shadow of the ancient empire of Constantinople in 1453
had ensured the 'hold of the Turks over the Balkans and
enabled their armies to follow the road of invasion to Buda
and to Vienna. As early as the reign of Murad I (1359-
89), the Sultan, according to French pilgrims, had sworn to
'come to France when he had finished with Austria* and had
also pledged himself to ride to Rome and turn the altar of
St. Peter's into a manger for his horse.2 Even if Europe
was not in the mood to make any further attempts to subdue
the East and save the Holy Land from the unbeliever, it
seemed as though a crusade would be needed to save
Eastern and Central Europe from the Turkish menace*
The Papacy, despite its trials and tribulation during the
periods of the Babylonish Captivity, the Great Schism and
the distracting influence of the Conciliar Movement, never
lost sight of the Crusade. The earnest attempt of the papal
1 Me infra, Cap. XIX.                             * Nicopolis, 2,